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Brocaded Tablet Weaving

By Fru Isabel Ulfsdottir, CW
History
Tablet weaving has a long history, as shown by a few examplesearliest known tablet woven band is the

"Rameses III" belt dated 1197 BC, shown in the picture frorndkett page 11. Most scholars credit the
Egyptians with

developing tablet weaving. Tablet weaving spread northesast out of Egypt to Europe and Asia. Women's belts, woveworhbled tablets and
dating to the bronze age, were found in Borum Eshoj and EgtvBénmark. Tablet weaving was used as a starting border ip-waighted looms

as early as the new Stone Age. Als8 &nd century Anglo-Saxon belts were found in women's graves mi@@alge and Suffolk. A linen
brocaded band made with 52 tablets was found in the Osebigrfjisth that dates to 850 AD. Viking Era (i*band 14 Centuries) bands range in
complexity from threaded-in patterns to brocaded Silih C2ntury bands from the Middle East were primarily doubleethand brocaded in silk
and linen. Finally, 1% Century and later bands found in Europe were often silk watld gnd silver brocading.

Materials

Tablet weaving is an art form that can be accomplished with fexw tools. All you really need are a few cards, some yard,amethod to attach
the warp threads at each end.

Weaving without a loom is called the back strap method. Is théthod you attach the beginning of the weaving to your b’
such as to your belt, and attach the far end of the weavingéouars object across the room. The tension is adjusted by y
body position.

Another simple method for weaving with tablets is to attdwhtivo ends of the weaving to two raised posts or bars. Adig:™
the distance between the two posts controls the tensiomsimiithod. Pictures of medieval women weaving often pottiay
weaver sitting between to posts with the two ends of the wepattached to the posts, such as the picture from Collingw:
shown here.

Using a circular warp is another common method of weaving teblets. In this method the
warp is warped around two short posts. The weaver then sitddée warp and adjusts the
tension with his knee. This is shown to the right in the drafitom Crockett page 8.

One common loom constructed for tablet weaving has two dattashed to a board that measures the length of the weaxmr'3 he weaving is
then rolled onto the warp drum and advanced to the cloth dsutheaweaver weaves the band.

The most common loom used for tablet weaving in the SCA isrtkiziloom. The cards are warped directly on the loom usinglifierent pegs to
get the different lengths of cloth. A tension knob on the frmnback of the loom controls tension.

Weaving Basics

Before you thread your first card you must understand howaad ra pattern draft. The pattern draft will tell you the numifecards used, the colors
of the yarn, and how to thread the cards.
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The pattern draft consists of numbered columns and lettergsl. The columns refer to the cards and - -
lettered rows correspond with the lettered holes in thescdrdr example: look at the fifth column. The 4 -
fifth column refers to the fifth card. Each thread is thredtteough the holes in the card according to g

the pattern draft. C
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Cards are normally used with the printed side of the cardhtato the left. The printed side of the card is the front of thedc The threading
direction of the card can be annotated in several ways ondtierp draft. Arrows or the notation "s" and "z" are oftendigeindicate threading

direction. The arrows under the pattern draft indicate ifcWhlirection the yarn is threaded through the card. If the
arrow goes from right to left the card is threaded from badkdnot. If the arrow goes from left to right the card is
threaded from front to back. In the S and Z notation you locthatcard from the top. The body of the letter indicate

the direction the card is threaded. The S notation indidatgsthe card is threaded from front to back and the Z

notation indicates that the card is threaded from back tatfro

Once the cards are threaded, weaving is accomplished bingake weft through the
shed every quarter turn of the cards. A shuttle is often usedss the weft, as shown t
the right. Turning sequences determine the overall patiethe band. The cards can b
turned continuously in one direction or the cards can adtiertheir turning sequence to %
produce more complicated patterns.

Common Weaving Techniques

Threaded-in Technique: The pattern is created by how the isghreaded in the cards, along with the turning sequenuis.i§ shown in the
example above on reading pattern drafts. This is the most tehnique and a good place to start. This technique catupeovery complicated and
beautiful repeating patterns with relatively little sloll effort required.

are then stepped. Changing the turning direction of indigictards in the weaving creates i : ._ "'
patterns. An example from Collingwood, page 107, is shovtheaight. |
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Double Face Technique: The cards are threaded using twoscol® threads of each color per card. The pattern is crdatédrning individual
cards to bring the color of choice forward, much as a mosaitade up of many small bits of color. The continuous warpinthoe is often used in
double-faced weaving. The cards are alternately threadediZ.
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Brocaded: The cards are usually all threaded with one baakgkcolor alternating
with the S and Z threading direction. The pattern is createldying in a second wef
on top of the band and picking up individual threads to créiatdown points. The 7 : e
picture to the left shows an example of brocade, from Coliogd page 240. In this ¢

picture, the darker thread is the brocade thread. The bedtmead is often doubled [ ——
to give a more solid look, such as shown in the drawing, orritlwaa heavier yarn AR = ——— =
than the warp and weft. Brocading looks best when the yawrgabntrast well with Sp— — " /
the brocade color. P s S
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Brocaded Tablet Weaving:

Materials Needed:
Loom or Backstrap; a loom provides more uniform tension Wwiigcbest for brocade

Tablets w/ 4 holes, the number depends on your pattern amgdegdth

Warp thread

Ground weave, i.e. weft thread; usually the same type thaisdlde warp thread
Supplemental brocade weft thread; doubled up or twice ak #s the warp thread
Bobbins or shuttles (total of 2)

Pick-up stick (anything the size and shape of a knitting feeisdfine)

Beater (or combination shuttle-beater)

Reading a pattern draft:

Just as in all other forms of tablet weaving, you first havanderstand how to read the pattern draft in order to weavaofaued pattern draft
looks very much like any other tablet weaving draft. Theatiince is that the draft shows your tie down points (also knaswour pick up threads).
The pattern does refer to how you turn the tablets or how ymaththem. Most brocaded pieces have the tablets alteyi@ateid Z threaded. The
design in brocaded weaving is obtained from your suppleaheveft, not the warp threads in the tablets. The warp and preftide your
background for the brocading.
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The brocaded pattern draft is read much like a cross-stiitteqm. The grid shows the brocaded pattern, which w
be the color of your brocade thread, and the tie-down poivtigch will be the color of your warp threads. Unlike
cross-stitch, the grid squares do not represent true ssjuarewill result in a pattern that is slightly rectangular.
this pattern draft the shaded grids indicate the brocadtdrpaTherefore when you weave a brocaded row, you
count the threads and pick up the white points. The brocaddtiwill pass under the pick up threads and over the
other threads forming the pattern.

When you pick up your threads in brocading, you can pick upeeibne or two adjacent threads, depending on the desirect effthe pattern.
Picking up two adjacent threads will produce a block look® tie down points, almost a square, and picking up one thweilbgroduce a narrower
look the tie down points and show more brocade thread.

How to Weave:
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Set up the loom: Warp the loom with alternating S and Z tthiregfor the number of tablets indicated in the pattern dréth your background
weft.

. Set up your bobbins: One bobbin will have your backgrouett and one will have your supplemental or brocaded weft.
. Weave approximately one to two inches turning the cardsirmaously in one direction with your background weft, butheut the brocade, to

obtain the width of the woven piece.

. Start weaving the brocaded pattern:

. Pass the background weft.
. Turnthe cards 1/8 of a turn in the same direction you aresingaThe cards will be on end. This opens up a mini shed andraggs the two

threads that are on the top layer of the background shed.

a. Pick up the threads indicated by the pattern draft. | ctsont left to right. If you
are left-handed you may find it easier to count from righteti. ISee the picture for
placement of the pick-up stick. The pick-up threads are shasheavier black threac
in the picture.

b. Return the cards to their position before the 1/8 turn.

c. Pick up the threads indicated by the pattern draft. | céront left to right. If you
are left-handed you may find it easier to count from righteti. ISee the picture for
placement of the pick-up stick. The pick-up threads are shasheavier black threac
in the picture.

. Return the cards to their position before the 1/8 turn.
. Bring the brocade weft, shown as a heavy shaded threadpmiie back of the band between the end two tablets. Passryodcade

through the end tablets would result in a bit of brocade thread shgwalang the edge, which most weavers do not like. By comingatyween
the outside two tablets you can avoid this.

. Lift up the threads using the pick stick.

Pass the brocading weft under the pickup threads (pickdulyithe pick up stick).

. Pass the brocade weft to the back (underside) of the baneéée the other end two tablets.
. Turnthe card 1/4 turn in the direction of weave.

Beat your weft into place.
Weave the next row.

. Weave as many rows as desired. If you warp threads stagt texgessively twisted, reverse the direction you are tigrttie tablets.
. End the band by weaving another inch or two of plain weaviaout the brocade.
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